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Owner’s Guide

Thank you for your Style 4 purchase. We believe this instrument is the closest ever production replica of Hermans
original Style 4. We are indebted to Richard Barnes of Claremont, California for his technical assistance in this
team effort. Richard is probably the best known repairman of vintage WB’s in the world and graciously directed every
detail. Mr. Weissenborn was known for constant specification revisions on his slide guitar during his factory days,
and Richard’s expertise led us to the final spec designs for tone, and, of course, structural integrity.

Herman’s design is much more fragile than an ordinary acoustic guitar and different care techniques are needed. Please
read in detail the following and your care techniques will assure many years of enjoyment.

How to Care for a Shellac Finish on the Style 4 Weissenborn

The shellac finish (as used on the original Weissenborn) is hand painted. Shellac compared to thicker polyester and
lacquer finishes is thinner and softer. It does allow for better soundboard vibration plus is the easiest finish to repair. As
you apply touch up shellac, it will melt into the original finish. The first step in caring for a shellac finish is understanding
what are the potential sources of damage. Harmful to a shellac finish are alcohol (yes, beer and the hard stuff), ammonia,
strong soaps, water (can cause white rings) and heat. The surface can be kept clean by dusting with a dampened cloth.
If polishing is desired, Mr. Barnes’s choice of polish for the shellac finish is G Wax, made by Chem-Pac, the same
company which makes Finger Ease.

Tuning your Style 4

Our Style 4 replicates Herman’s original specs so you must use undue care in your tuning of his fragile design. The
instrument is supplied with .052 .042 .032 .024 .015 .012 strings. Using this gauge, Open D ,Open G, or Open G Dobro
tuning is perfectly safe. These tunings are all below 70 KG of total string tension. So if you wish to tune to experiment
with tunings or string gauges, just make sure the total tension is 70KG or below. To calculate you may go online to our
preferred string gauge tension calculator: www.mcdonaldstrings.com/stringxxiii and you can easily insert string gauges,
the desired tuning note, the scale (62.865 centimeter) and add all together for your total tension. Then string gauges may
be adjusted for your desired tuning. Also note, as on the originals, the 1st and 6th string are wound on the string post
opposite from normal, and tuned in reverse to accommodate the original headstock.

Restring

Bronze strings are recommended for best tone. The hardened aluminum saddle rod is not "embedded" in the bridge slot
so it will fall out if all strings are changed at once.

Amplification of the Style 4

In case you are interested in amplifying your WB, Gold Tone has made a special magnetic pickup designed for
Weissenborns, the WBM. It’s design includes a WB mounting so the strings are close to the magnets in a humbucking
configuration which eliminates pickup hum.
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